
 

 

 

 

                                                                                    
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School 

Freshman Summer Reading Assignment 

 
 

The Book 

Troy, by Adele Geras 

This work of historical fiction explores the classic tale of the Trojan War, as told by 

both the humans who lived it and the Greek gods who watched from high on Mount 

Olympus and pitted Greece against Troy in a celestial game of chess. 

Begun with the capture of Helen, the most beautiful woman in the world, the Trojan 

war has lasted for almost ten years, and things are becoming desperate on both sides. 

The Greeks are losing soldiers, while the Trojans are beginning to starve behind their 

high walls. Enter into the mix Aphrodite, goddess of love, who is bored with the war. 

To make things interesting on both sides, she turns her attention to two sisters and 

Eros, the god of love, to cause trouble, seed chaos, and see who will ultimately emerge 

victorious. This young adult novel captures a more personal and unique side of the Trojan War and, while 

completely fictitious, gives a deep insight into human understanding, the power of love and friendship, grief, 

betrayal, and the universal struggles all humans deal with in their search for power, glory, and ways to cheat 

their fates. 

This assignment aligns with Common Core curriculum and fiction reading strands. 

*The summer assignment can also be found on the Diman website, www.dimanregional.org. 

 

The Assignment 

Every student in grade 9 shall be required to read this novel. Students may take notes on the novel, provided 

they are handwritten and in their own words. An in-class assessment will take place on Thursday, Sept. 17th, for 

A-cycle freshmen, and Monday Sept. 21st, for B-cycle freshmen. English teachers may also use this novel as a 

companion piece to The Odyssey, taught later in the freshman year. 

 

*Please see the reverse side of this page for information on grading, purchasing the book, and honors and IEP 

student information. 
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Weight 

Summer reading is a mandatory category in all English Language Arts courses at Diman and will be counted as 

a grade for the first semester. Students may use their notes on the assessment provided they are hand-written 

and in the student’s own words. 

 

Please read the full description of the book at: 

https://www.amazon.com/Troy-Ad%C3%A8le-

Geras/dp/0544925467/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1585184130&sr=8-1 

 

 

Purchasing the Book 

This book is available for purchase on Amazon for $9.99. Students with financial hardships are encouraged to 

contact the Diman Guidance Office for more purchase information. 

 

 

Attention Honors Parents and Students: 

Please contact Mrs. Trish Beaudoin, the ELA department head, at tbeaudoin@dimanregional.org for more 

information on additional honors work, or go to the summer reading page on www.dimanregional.org. 

 

 

Attention Parents of Students with IEPs for ELA: 

In our continuing effort to best serve students, Diman has expanded our inclusion classes in the areas of English 

language arts and mathematics.  In June, as a parent of a student with an IEP for ELA, you will receive a letter 

from the Director of Special Education confirming your student's placement in a substantially separate 

classroom with a special education instructor or in an inclusion ELA classroom with a general education and a 

special education teacher.  Students in inclusion ELA classes will be required to complete the ELA summer 

reading assignment. Students in the substantially separate ELA classes will not be required to complete the ELA 

summer assignment.   

*Summer assignments can also be found on the Diman website at www.dimanregional.org 
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